Annex to HS no.166/30.07.2025
updated in the Senate meeting of 24.09.2025
Methodology for the evaluation and defense of the doctoral thesis
The methodology for the evaluation and defense of the doctoral thesis at the Bucharest University of Economic Studies (ASE) is based on the following normative acts:

·  Law on Higher Education No. 199/2023, with subsequent amendments and completions

· Order of the Minister of Education (OME) No. 3020/2024 for the approval of the Framework Regulation on doctoral university studies;
· Order no. 4653/2025 amending and supplementing the Framework Regulation on Doctoral Studies, approved by Minister of Education Order no. 3.020/2024
· Order of the Minister of Education and Research (OMEC) No. 3741/2025 for the approval of the Methodology regarding the analysis of the administrative procedure carried out at the level of institutions organizing doctoral university studies for the awarding of the doctoral diploma;
· Order of the Minister of Education (OME) No. 5760/2024 for the approval of the Regulation on the organization and functioning of the National Council for the Attestation of Titles, Diplomas and University Certificates (CNATDCU);
·  Order of the Minister of Education (OME) No. 3692/2024 regarding the list of nationally recognized programs for determining the degree of similarity in final study papers.
· OMEN no. 3.473 of 17 March 2017 on the approval of the Methodology for the admission to studying and schooling of foreign citizens starting with the school / university year 2017-2018
· OMEC nr. 5229/17.08.2020 for the approval of the methodologies regarding the granting of the accreditation certificate, the granting of the doctoral title, as well as the settlement of the complaints regarding the non-compliance with the quality or professional ethics standards, including the existence of plagiarism, within a doctoral thesis;

· The institutional regulation on the organization and conduct of doctoral university studies, in force;
· Regulation no. 679 of 27 April 2016 on the protection of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data and repealing the Directive 95/46/CE (General Data Protection Regulation) issued by the European Parliament and the Council of the European Union; 

· ASE policy for teaching, auxiliary and non-teaching staff who, as employees of ASE, process personal data;

· ASE Internal Regulations;
· Regulation of Organization and Functioning of the Bucharest University of Economic Studies (ASE).
Chapter 1

General provisions

Art 1. (1) Doctoral studies represent the third cycle of university studies, in accordance with the Bologna Process - which Romania joined in 1999 - and allow the acquisition of level 8 qualification from the EQF / CEC and the National Qualifications Framework (CNC).

(2) The scientific research program and, implicitly, the doctoral university studies are completed with the public defense of the doctoral thesis.

(3) The doctoral thesis is an original scientific work, prepared by the doctoral student within the framework of doctoral university studies, and constitutes a legal requirement for obtaining the doctoral title. In the doctoral thesis, it is mandatory to indicate the source for any material used.
 (4) The doctoral student is the author of the doctoral thesis and assumes the   correctness of the data and information presented in the thesis, as well as the opinions and demonstrations expressed in the thesis.
(5) The doctoral student is responsible for complying with quality and professional ethics standards, including ensuring the originality of the content, in accordance with the applicable legal provisions.
(6) The doctoral supervisor has a duty of diligence with regard to verifying the compliance of scientific works with the requirements specific to an original creation.
(7) The content of the doctoral thesis is determined by the doctoral student in consultation with the doctoral supervisor and complies with the framework structure and the limitations imposed by the Institutional Regulation of IOSUD ASE.
(8) The doctoral thesis shall be written and defended either in Romanian or in an international language. Doctoral theses written in a language other than Romanian must be accompanied by a summary drafted in Romanian. The doctoral thesis shall also be prepared in digital format. 

(9) The title of the doctoral thesis may be modified with the approval of the doctoral supervisor up until its completion for public defense.
Chapter 2.

Evaluation and defense of the doctoral thesis
Art. 3.  The doctoral thesis, together with its annexes, the name and surname of the doctoral candidate, the doctoral supervisor, and the members of the advisory and academic integrity committee, as well as the members of the public defense committee, are public information.
Art. 4. The public defense may take place only after the completion of the following stages: 
(1) The doctoral student submits to the Doctoral School a signed request to initiate the evaluation procedures of the thesis by the advisory and academic integrity committee, endorsed by the doctoral supervisor, for the purpose of pre-defense (Annex 1), and provides the doctoral supervisor with the doctoral thesis in electronic format, the thesis summary, the list of publications in digital format, and a statement on their own responsibility regarding the originality of the doctoral thesis (Annex 2), in order to obtain the certificate validating the list of works and the similarity report.
(2) The doctoral supervisor shall send to the Research and Innovation Management Directorate (DMCI), within a maximum of 10 working days from the date the doctoral student’s request is registered at the Doctoral School, to the email address cercetare@ase.ro:
· The doctoral thesis (in Word format, without bibliography and table of contents), for the purpose of analyzing similarities in the content of the doctoral thesis;
· The list of publications in digital format, for the purpose of verifying the fulfillment of the minimum criteria for defending the doctoral thesis, as established by the Senate Resolution.
(3) The doctoral student is entitled to a free verification of the doctoral thesis upon the recommendation of the doctoral supervisor; for additional verifications of the thesis through the similarity detection system, a verification fee shall be paid, in accordance with the Methodology regarding fees applied at the Bucharest University of Economic Studies for the current academic year.
(4) The similarity report, the certificate regarding the similarity report, and the certificate validating the list of works are sent by DMCI within 5 working days from the receipt and confirmation of the documents, to the email addresses of the doctoral supervisor and the doctoral student, as well as to doctorat@ase.ro, in electronic format. They are included in the 'doctoral file,' together with the doctoral thesis, the thesis summary, the list of publications, and the statement on the student’s own responsibility regarding the originality of the doctoral thesis. The documents are made available to the Advisory and Academic Integrity Committee, as well as to the director of the Doctoral School, by the doctoral student.
(5) Prior to the pre-defense, the analysis and interpretation of the similarity report results are carried out by the Advisory and Academic Integrity Committee and by the director of the Doctoral School, within 5 working days from the receipt of the documents (Annex 3). The verification is conducted based on the standards set out in the National Guide for the Preparation of Doctoral Theses, developed by CNATDCU.
(6) If the similarity coefficients exceed the levels of 30% for CS1 and 5% for CS2, or if the requirements regarding the minimum criteria for defending the doctoral thesis are not met, the doctoral student is officially notified by the Advisory and Academic Integrity Committee. After addressing the identified issues, the steps outlined in points (1)–(5) are resumed;
(7)  After confirming that the defense criteria and the standards set out in the National Guide for the Preparation of Doctoral Theses, developed by CNATDCU, have been met, the pre-defense of the doctoral thesis is organized before the Advisory and Academic Integrity Committee. 
(8)  Information regarding the pre-defense of the doctoral thesis is communicated by the doctoral supervisor to the CSUD Secretariat. The announcement concerning the organization of the public pre-defense of the thesis is posted on the website https://doctorat.ase.ro/ by the CSUD Secretariat at least 10 days prior to the pre-defense.
(9) After the public pre-defense of the thesis and obtaining a favorable opinion from the Advisory and Academic Integrity Committee, the doctoral supervisor, in accordance with the committee’s recommendation and the results of the similarity report analysis, decides on the official submission of the thesis and the organization of the public defense. The doctoral student shall submit to the CSUD Secretariat, within a maximum of 30 days from the pre-defense, the following documents in both physical format (in a ring binder) and electronic format (on CD or USB drive):
a) The request to initiate the evaluation procedures of the thesis by the Advisory and Academic Integrity Committee, endorsed by the doctoral supervisor and the director of the Doctoral School, for the purpose of pre-defense (Annex 1);
b) A statement assuming responsibility for ensuring the originality of the content of the doctoral thesis, as well as for complying with quality and professional ethics standards, signed by the doctoral student and the doctoral supervisor
(Annex 2);
c) The doctoral thesis and its annexes, typed on both sides of the paper, and a CD containing the doctoral thesis in electronic format. The cover template of the thesis and other instructions regarding the thesis are presented in the Guide for the Preparation of the Doctoral Thesis.
d) The summary of the doctoral thesis, in Romanian and in English, containing the title of the thesis, the table of contents, keywords, and a synthesis of the work.
e) The similarity report, first 2 pages;
f) The certificate regarding the similarity report;
g) The resolution of the Advisory and Academic Integrity Committee following the analysis of the similarity report (Annex 3); 
h) The list of works, in accordance with the Mandatory Information in the List of Works, signed and dated by the doctoral student (Annex 4);
i) Certificate validating the list of works;
j) The request to initiate the defense procedure (Annex 5)
k) The acceptance report of the doctoral supervisor and the approval of the members of the Advisory and Academic Integrity Committee, prepared following the pre-defense of the doctoral thesis (Annex 6); 
l) The CV of the doctoral student in Europass format, in Romanian or English, updated, dated, and signed;
m) The consent statement for the processing of personal data (Annex 7);
n) The doctoral student’s declaration for the publication of the doctoral thesis in preview on the REI platform (managed by UEFISCDI) (Annex 8);
o) Identity documents (birth certificate, marriage certificate, if applicable, as well as other documents certifying a name change, if applicable) and educational documents (baccalaureate diploma, bachelor’s diploma, master’s diploma, accompanied by transcripts/supplements), both photocopies and originals, for cases where they are not already in the doctoral student’s file, to be certified by the CSUD Secretariat. 
(10) The CSUD Secretariat certifies, by issuing a report, that the doctoral student has fulfilled all obligations within the doctoral university study program. The PhD student becomes a graduate, and upon completion of all subsequent stages, is awarded the title of Doctor through the issuance of the doctoral diploma.
(11)  The CSUD Secretariat shall transmit, within a maximum of 3 working days from the receipt of all documents provided under paragraph 9, the doctoral thesis and its annexes to the national platform managed by UEFISCDI for public consultation, for a period of 90 days.
(12) The doctoral thesis and its annexes will be available for public consultation for a period of 90 calendar days prior to the public defense, on the national platform managed by the Executive Unit for Financing Higher Education, Research, Development and Innovation (UEFISCDI), in accordance with the applicable legal provisions regarding copyright.
(13) During the period in which the doctoral thesis is available for public consultation, prior to the defense, any person may submit observations regarding potential deviations from ethical and professional standards, including allegations of plagiarism. Observations may be submitted physically or online to the ASE registry. They are forwarded to the Doctoral School where the thesis is to be defended, after the 90-day consultation period has expired. To analyze the received observations, the Director of the Doctoral School shall appoint, within 2 working days, a committee composed of 3 members of the Doctoral School, which, within a maximum of 5 working days, prepares an analysis report to be communicated to the Director of the Doctoral School. Within 2 working days of receiving the report, it shall be validated by the council of the Doctoral School, and the analysis report shall become part of the report validating or invalidating the initiation of the public defense procedure of the doctoral thesis. 
(14) The doctoral supervisor shall send the final version of the doctoral thesis to the Research and Innovation Management Directorate (DMCI) at the email address cercetare@ase.ro. After the public consultation period, DMCI issues a new report and a new certificate and forwards them to the doctoral supervisor, the doctoral student, and the Director of the Doctoral School.
(15) The report validating or invalidating the initiation of the public defense procedure of the doctoral thesis is prepared by the Director of the Doctoral School within 3 working days, calculated from the expiration of the 90-day consultation period if no observations were submitted, or from the moment the analysis report was validated/invalidated by the council of the Doctoral School if observations were submitted. The report shall be sent within 4 working days to the CSUD, accompanied by the new similarity report and its corresponding certificate, for analysis and decision regarding the validation or invalidation of the initiation of the public defense procedure of the doctoral thesis (Annex 9).
(16) If the Director of the Doctoral School proposes the validation of the initiation of the public defense procedure of the doctoral thesis, they shall request from the doctoral supervisor a proposal regarding the composition of the defense committee, which shall be accompanied by:
· The agreement of the proposed members to be part of the doctoral thesis defense committee (Annex 12);

· The CVs of the proposed members for the public defense committee, updated, dated, and signed;

· The consent statement for the processing of personal data from each committee member (Annex 13);

(17) The doctoral committee (for the public defense of the doctoral thesis) is composed of at least 5 members: the chairperson, as a representative of ASE (a member of the Senate, of the Board of Administration, or the Director of the Doctoral School), the doctoral supervisor, a faculty member from ASE, and at least 2 official reviewers from Romania or abroad, specialists in the field in which the doctoral thesis was prepared and who are employed outside ASE. As a rule, at least one of the external members must be affiliated with the Universitaria consortium or with the research institutes of the Romanian Academy or the Academy of Agricultural and Forestry Sciences. Members of the doctoral committee must hold a doctoral degree and at least the academic rank of associate professor or Scientific Researcher, grade II, or be qualified as a doctoral supervisor, in Romania or abroad. Members of the Advisory and Academic Integrity Committee cannot be appointed as members of the public defense committee of the doctoral thesis.
(18) The proposal for the defense committee shall be endorsed by the Doctoral School Council and the Faculty Council (Annex 11 – to include all original handwritten signatures). The Director of the Doctoral School shall submit Annex 11 to the CSUD, together with the documentation referred to under point (14).

(19) The CSUD shall validate or invalidate the initiation of the public defense procedure for the doctoral thesis.
(20) If the CSUD decision – Annex 10, is one of validation, the procedure for the public defense of the doctoral thesis is initiated by establishing the doctoral committee (Annex 14). The doctoral thesis defense must be conducted within six months from the date of the CSUD approval of the defense.
(21) If the CSUD invalidates the initiation of the public defense procedure of the doctoral thesis, the doctoral school receives recommendations regarding the revision of the doctoral thesis and the elimination of situations that do not comply with ethical and deontological standards, and the doctoral student is required to correct the content of the thesis within 3 months from the communication of the decision of invalidation of the defense, with the resumption of the procedure for making the thesis publicly available.
(22) If, during the stages preceding the defense of the doctoral thesis, minor material errors (such as drafting, spelling, or formatting) are found in the content of the thesis, which do not require additions or modifications to the content, the doctoral student may correct them without the need for a pre-defense before the supervision and academic integrity committee and without the requirement of public consultation through making the thesis publicly available. Prior to the public defense, the doctoral supervisor is obliged to resubmit the doctoral thesis to the DMCI, in order to verify the final version of the thesis using plagiarism detection software. The DMCI issues a new similarity report, accompanied by a certificate, to the student and the doctoral supervisor.
(23) After verification, the doctoral student submits to the CSUD secretariat the following documents: the doctoral thesis and its annexes, the thesis summary, and the new similarity report (prior to submitting the request for setting the date of the public defense).
(24) A graduate who, after the preliminary public presentation of the doctoral thesis and receiving approval for its 90-calendar-day public posting, reaches, during the procedures provided under items 12), 20) and/or 21), the maximum duration allowed, including that stipulated in any addenda to the study contract, cannot be denied the right to defend the doctoral thesis.
(25) After the issuance of the decisions regarding the initiation of the defense procedure and the establishment of the committee, the CSUD Secretariat requests the doctoral student to submit the following documents:
· the request for setting the date of the public defense of the doctoral thesis, endorsed by the doctoral supervisor and the president of the doctoral committee – (Annex 15). The request, signed in original, shall be registered at the doctoral school secretariat at least 25 calendar days before the proposed defense date. The proposed defense date may not be earlier than the previously estimated date for the public defense. 
· Proof of payment of the public defense fee for the doctoral thesis, if applicable, in accordance with the Methodology regarding fees applied at the Bucharest University of Economic Studies, in force. The fee can be paid at the ASE cash offices, by bank transfer/payment order, or through the platform plationline.ase.ro.
· Certificate from the Library Directorate, confirming the submission of the doctoral thesis to the ASE library. To obtain the certificate, one printed copy of the doctoral thesis (indicating the defense committee on the cover) must be submitted to both the Library Directorate and the CSUD Secretariat, along with one electronic copy (CD/DVD).
(26) After the registration of the request to set the date for the public defense of the doctoral thesis, the CSUD Secretariat sends the following documents to the members of the Public Defense Committee of the doctoral thesis:
· The decision appointing the committee;

· The doctoral thesis and its annexes;

· The abstract of the doctoral thesis;

· The list of publications;

· The similarity report(s) and the Resolution of the guidance and academic integrity committee and of the director of the doctoral school – following the analysis of the similarity report;

· Certificates regarding the list of publications and the similarity analysis from DMCI;

· Documents necessary for drafting the contract for the remuneration of activities and for financial support for transportation and/or accommodation, as applicable.

(27) The doctoral advisor and the official reviewers, who are members of the Public Defense Committee of the doctoral thesis, must submit to the CSUD Secretariat their analysis and evaluation reports on the doctoral thesis, signed and dated, at least 15 calendar days before the date of the doctoral thesis defense.

(28) After the file has been completed with the documents listed above, the announcement of the public defense of the thesis shall be posted at least 20 calendar days before the defense date (Annex 16). The announcement of the doctoral thesis public defense must include the date, location, and time of the defense, the doctoral advisor(s), and the place where the full text of the thesis can be consulted in printed form. The public defense announcement, the thesis abstract in electronic format, the PhD candidate’s CV, the CVs of the members of the Public Defense Committee, or links to these documents are posted on the website www.doctorat.ase.ro
(29) All the above documents must be submitted in electronic format, on a CD or USB drive, with the specification that the similarity report must be uploaded in full on the CD/USB drive.
Article 5. The doctoral thesis defense is conducted as follows:
(1) The doctoral thesis defense may take place in the presence of at least four of the five committee members, with the physical attendance of the committee chair, the doctoral advisor (and the co-advisor, if applicable), and the ASE committee member being mandatory. The other committee members may participate synchronously online. The public defense can be organized only after the thesis has received positive evaluation reports from all committee members, which must be submitted to the CSUD at least 15 days before the defense.
(2) A reviewer who is unable to attend for objective reasons must send to the committee chair their analysis report on the doctoral thesis, along with a written statement expressing their vote and grade awarded, as well as the reason for not participating in the public defense of the doctoral thesis (Annex 17a).
(3)  A reviewer who participates online in the public defense of the doctoral thesis must send to the committee chair their analysis report on the doctoral thesis, along with a written statement expressing their vote and grade awarded (Annex 17b).
(4) For members who are not present at the doctoral thesis defense or who participate online, the minutes will be signed by the committee chair.
(5) The public defense must include a mandatory question-and-answer session with the members of the doctoral committee and the audience.
(6) The committee chair records the questions, answers, and discussions that take place during the session and, if applicable, in the minutes drawn up on the day of the public defense, notes the grade awarded in the report for the reviewer who was absent and signs on their behalf (Annexes 18 and 18.1).
(7) In exceptional situations (such as a state of emergency or a state of alert), and under conditions approved by the Senate, the public defense of the doctoral thesis may be conducted online via videoconference. The CSUD Secretariat and the ASE Information and Communication Technology Department will provide support for organizing the online doctoral thesis defense, ensuring free access for interested parties (upon request submitted at least two days before the defense to doctorat@ase.ro), as well as the full recording and archiving of the defense. The minutes, which include the decision of the doctoral committee, are electronically signed by the committee members.
(8) In the case of a doctoral thesis written in an internationally recognized language, the public defense may be conducted in that language with the approval of the thesis defense committee. If the thesis is defended in an internationally recognized language, this shall be mentioned in the minutes and in the announcement prepared by the CSUD Secretariat. The evaluation reports of the committee members may be written in either Romanian or a foreign language.
   (9) The discussion is conducted as follows:
 a) The chair of the doctoral committee opens the session and presents the final minutes regarding the completion of the PhD studies of the candidate.
b) The PhD candidate gives a brief presentation (approximately 20 minutes) summarizing the achievements of the doctoral thesis.

c) Each reviewer, a member of the doctoral committee, presents their evaluation report of the doctoral thesis and simultaneously asks questions to the candidate regarding the content of their thesis. The candidate takes notes and responds after the reviewer has finished their set of questions and comments.

d) The members of the doctoral committee present the evaluation reports of the doctoral thesis in the following order: first the external reviewers, followed by the internal reviewer, the member representing IOSUD-ASE.

e) The chair of the committee asks questions to the candidate, who notes them and responds after all questions have been asked.

f) The doctoral advisor is given the floor at the end. They present the official report, comments regarding the doctoral thesis, and/or their collaboration with the candidate.

g) The chair of the committee invites the audience to ask questions, to which the candidate responds in turn.

h) The doctoral committee withdraws to evaluate and deliberate the grade to be assigned to the doctoral thesis and its public defense. The grade is subject to a vote and becomes the decision of the entire committee only if it receives at least half plus one of the votes (minimum of four votes). Each committee member signs to confirm the grade they awarded, and the chair records the grade that received the majority vote and signs it.

i) The chair then invites the audience to stand and hear the decision to award the candidate the title of Doctor.

j) The PhD candidate is given the floor to make any additional remarks regarding the period during which the thesis was prepared.

k) The chair closes the public defense session.

(10) Based on the public defense of the doctoral thesis, the reports of the official reviewers, the candidate’s statement regarding the originality of the work, and the analysis of the similarity report, the doctoral committee evaluates and deliberates on the awarding of the doctoral degree and the grade to be assigned to the thesis. The possible grades are: "Excellent," "Very Good," "Good," "Satisfactory," and "Unsatisfactory."
(11)  The grades for the public defense of doctoral theses are awarded in accordance with the fulfillment of the minimum criteria approved by the Senate Resolution.
(12) The chair of the committee finalizes the minutes of the public defense of the doctoral thesis (Annex 18) and the annex containing questions and answers (Annex 18.1). The minutes and the annex with questions and answers are signed by all members of the doctoral thesis defense committee.

 (13)  In the case of receiving the grade "Unsatisfactory," the public defense committee specifies the content elements of the thesis that need to be revised or completed and requests a new public defense of the thesis. The second public defense takes place before the same doctoral thesis defense committee as the first defense. If the grade "Unsatisfactory" is again awarded at the second public defense, the doctoral degree is not granted, and the PhD student is expelled.

(14) If the PhD student has fulfilled all the requirements set out in the scientific research program, as well as the minimum standards applicable to the field, the doctoral committee proposes the awarding of the doctoral degree. This proposal is submitted, together with the doctoral file, to CNATDCU within a maximum of 30 calendar days.
(15) Within 90 calendar days from the receipt of the doctoral file, CNATDCU issues a compliance opinion regarding the adherence to the administrative procedure carried out at the IOSUD ASE level and the fulfillment of the minimum criteria for awarding the doctoral degree. The administrative procedure includes a distinct stage for verifying the statement on the originality of the work and the analysis of the similarity report. 
(16) Within 30 calendar days from the receipt of the compliance opinion, the higher education institution issues the decision to award the doctoral degree (Annex 20), signed by the rector, and prepares and issues the doctoral diploma.

(17) If CNATDCU decides that the administrative procedure carried out at the IOSUD level did not comply with the provisions of the Framework Regulation on Doctoral Studies, approved by the Minister of Education Order no. 3.020/2024, with subsequent amendments, the doctoral file will be sent back to IOSUD for reanalysis and completion. It may be resubmitted to CNATDCU for a new review only after the procedures stipulated in Articles 4 and 5 have been resumed.
Article 6. (1) The electronic doctoral file is uploaded by IOSUD – ASE to the national electronic platform within a maximum of 30 calendar days from the date of the public defense of the doctoral thesis.

(2) IOSUD – ASE is responsible for the accuracy of the data and documents uploaded and, through a qualified electronic signature, assumes responsibility for the conformity of the documents included in the electronic file with the originals, via the CSUD Secretariat.

(3) When uploading the electronic file, IOSUD – ASE, through the CSUD Secretariat, creates the PhD student’s profile, including the doctoral field for which the degree is being sought.

(4) The doctoral file uploaded to the national electronic platform contains the following documents:

(a) Scanned copy of the PhD student’s identity card (single PDF file);

(b) Scanned copy of the PhD student’s birth certificate (single PDF file);

(c) Scanned copy of the marriage certificate and other documents proving a name change, if applicable (single PDF file);

(d) PhD student’s CV (single PDF file);
(e) Admission/enrollment decision for the doctoral studies program + Certificate/Letter of Acceptance to studies, if applicable (single PDF file);

(f) Doctoral studies contract and any addenda modifying the contract clauses, if applicable (single PDF file);

(g) Decision appointing the guidance and academic integrity committee, constituted according to the provisions of Article 14(12) and (13) of the Framework Regulation on Doctoral Studies, approved by the Minister of Education Order no. 3.020/2024, with subsequent amendments, for PhD students enrolled from the 2024-2025 academic year (single PDF file);

(h) Request signed by the PhD student, registered at the doctoral school, to start the evaluation procedures of the thesis by the guidance and academic integrity committee, approved by the doctoral advisor, for pre-defense – Annex 1 (single PDF file);

(i) Scanned copy of the statement signed by the PhD student and doctoral advisor regarding the responsibility for ensuring the originality of the thesis content, as well as compliance with quality and professional ethics standards – Annex 2 (single PDF file);

(j) Similarity reports (2 reports – one before the pre-defense and one after the 90-day public transparency period) and the resolution of the doctoral advisor, the guidance and academic integrity committee, and the director of the doctoral school – Annex 3 (single PDF file);

(k) Acceptance report of the doctoral advisor and agreement of the guidance and academic integrity committee members following the pre-defense of the doctoral thesis – Annex 6 (single PDF file);

(l) Report prepared by the doctoral school to validate the initiation of the public defense procedure, after the 90-day public consultation period, accompanied by documents certifying the student’s program progress – Annex 9 (single PDF file);

(m) CSUD decision validating the initiation of the public defense procedure – Annex 10 (single PDF file);

(n) Request to set the public defense date, submitted by the PhD student, approved by the doctoral advisor, the defense committee chair, and the director of the doctoral school, registered at the doctoral school at least 25 calendar days before the proposed defense date – Annex 15 (single PDF file);

(o) Public defense announcement, prepared at least 20 calendar days before the proposed defense date – Annex 16. The announcement must include mandatory information about the location, date, and time of the defense, the PhD student, the doctoral advisor(s), and the place where the full text of the thesis can be consulted in printed form (single PDF file);

(p) Decision appointing the doctoral committee, constituted according to the provisions of Article 22(2) of the Framework Regulation on Doctoral Studies – Annex 14 (single PDF file);

(q) Evaluation reports of the official reviewers, members of the doctoral committee, signed by them, in the form of scanned copies or electronically signed documents, submitted at least 15 days before the thesis defense (single PDF file);

(r) Doctoral advisor’s report, submitted at least 15 days before the thesis defense (single PDF file);

(s) Minutes of the public defense of the doctoral thesis and the annex containing questions and answers, which includes the proposal to award the doctoral degree, signed by all members of the doctoral committee, in the form of a scanned copy or electronically signed document – Annexes 18 and 18.1 (single PDF file);

(ş) Doctoral thesis and its annexes, in electronic format (PDF format, EXCLUDING SCANS – single PDF file);

(t) List of publications resulting from the doctoral research program – Annex 4, and scanned copies of the respective publications (single PDF file);

(ţ) Statement of the PhD student regarding their options for publishing the doctoral thesis on the national electronic platform – Annex 19, in accordance with the provisions of Article 71(13) and (14) of the Higher Education Law no. 199/2023, with subsequent amendments – Annex 19 (single PDF file);

(u) Letter from IOSUD submitting the doctoral file and thesis to CNATDCU.
(5) The schedule for organizing the stages of the doctoral thesis defense at the Bucharest University of Economic Studies is presented in Annex 21.
(6) After the public defense of the doctoral thesis, within a maximum of 7 calendar days, the PhD student, with the support of the CSUD Secretariat, completes the defense file (both physically and on a CD or USB drive), so that it includes the documents listed in paragraph (4).

Art. 7. The doctoral thesis and its annexes, in electronic format, are signed with a qualified/advanced electronic signature by the persons designated by IOSUD ASE and are uploaded to the CNATDCU platform in PDF format, in which the main text is represented as actual text and not as images. Audio, video materials, or graphic illustrations may be exceptions to this rule.
Art. 8.  

(1) The doctoral diploma confers the title of Doctor, corresponding to the acronym Dr.
(2) As a result of obtaining the doctoral title, ASE awards the doctoral diploma, which specifies the field in which the doctoral studies program was organized.

Art. 9. After the public defense of the doctoral thesis, IOSUD ASE issues, upon request, a certificate confirming the period during which the PhD student pursued doctoral studies.
Art. 10.

(1) The doctoral thesis shall be published, in accordance with the law, under the name of the PhD student and the doctoral advisor.
(2) After the issuance of the doctoral diploma, the printed version of the doctoral thesis shall be archived permanently at the ASE library.

(3) If the PhD student does not opt for the separate publication of the thesis or any of its chapters, the digital version of the thesis remains public and can be freely accessed on the national electronic platform managed by UEFISCDI, including after the issuance of the doctoral diploma. The thesis will be assigned a copyright protection license.

(4) If the PhD student opts for the separate publication of the thesis or any of its chapters, they are granted a grace period of up to 24 months to carry out this publication, during which the digital version of the thesis becomes inaccessible to the public. After the expiration of the grace period, if no notification regarding the separate publication of the thesis has been uploaded to the national electronic platform managed by UEFISCDI, the digital document automatically becomes freely accessible, with the assignment of a copyright protection license.

(5) After the thesis or any chapters are published, the author is obliged to notify IOSUD ASE of this fact and to provide the bibliographic reference and a link to the publication, which will then be made public on the national platform managed by UEFISCDI.

Art.  11.

After the decision to award the doctoral diploma, within a maximum of 180 days, IOSUD ASE is obliged to submit to the National Library of Romania a printed copy of the doctoral thesis and its annexes, in accordance with Law no. 111/1995 on the Legal Deposit of Documents, republished, with the copy intended for the Inalienable Fund, as well as a digital copy on electronic media, intended for consultation upon request at the National Library of Romania, by any interested person, in compliance with the applicable legal regulations.
This Methodology was approved at the Senate Meeting of the Bucharest University of Economic Studies on October 30, 2024, and was amended at the meetings held on June 25, 2025, and July 30, 2025.
President of the Senate,




Rector,

Ph.D. Prof. Gheorghe HURDUZEU


PhD. Prof. Nicolae ISTUDOR
The annex forms in English can be found here: FORMS
https://doctorat.ase.ro/en/phd-thesis/
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